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O ABSTRACTUO
Thisis astudy to investigate the present situation of the English language and its education in Cambodia.
The Ast half of the study consists of a review of current literature researching the present situation of
Cambodia in transition, changes in the status of foreign languages, and the condition of English and
its education in Cambodia. The second half of this study reports on the results of a small-scale survey
recently undertaken in Phnom Penh, Cambodia. The survey asked Cambodian teachers of English about
their professional development] PDneeds and their responses were compared with those of Japanese and
Korean teachers of English. Cambodian teachers preferred PD areas include Teaching Skills & Methods,
Understanding Students, Attending Conferences, Seminars & Workshops, and Communication Skills.
Not so many teachers were interested in Language Improvement, which is popular among Japanese and
Korean teachers. These aspects are discussed by referring to qualitative data including e-mail messages
and interviews.

KEYWORDS: Cambodia, English language education, teachers professional development needs,
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y ... the teacher is a major - probably the major - factor in classroom life. Researching language
teachers' voices and participating with them in their work ... offersg0Ské&cond Language
Acquisitiori]researchers not only ways of bringing their insights to bear on language pedagogy but
also of enriching SILAEllis, 1997, p. 250

Thisisastudy to investigate the present situation of the English language and its education in Cambodia.
The Ast half of the study consists of areview of current literature researching] [the present situation
of Cambodia in transition[] [English as the global language[1 [changes in the status of foreign
languages in Cambodia vis-a-vis the country’s checkered political and economic history, and] [the

condition of English and its education in Cambodia. The second half of this study reports on the results



