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Newspaper Reports of ‘Hansen disease’ in 2015:
Content Analysis Based on ‘Kikuzo-Visual I’
in Asahi News Paper Company

Noriko TAHARA

In Japan, people who suffered from Hansen disease were sent to asylums after the enactment of the
second leprosy law of 1931 until its abolition in 1996. During this period, the isolation policy was
continued in Japan, contrary to the global trend, after it had become a curable disease using PUROMIN in
the 1940s. Thus, Hansen disease patients remain in asylums and isolated, due to loss of social relationships
with their places of origin. In such social backgrounds, Hansen disease is often mentioned by words such
as ‘discrimination’, ‘isolation’, and ‘prejudice’.

There are 13 national sanatoriums for Hansen disease at the present, and the average age of inmates is
83.6 years old (2014). To remember and archive the history and people, two movements were reported by
the mass media: the attempt to register these isolation camps as a UNESCO world heritage site in 2015
and demands for reparation against the Japanese Government by family members of Hansen disease
sufferers.

This paper aims to clarify the present situation of Hansen disease through the contents of newspaper
articles in 2015. Database ‘Kikuzo-Visual 2" in Asahi News Paper Company is accessible online in the
library of Shitennoji University. Two hundred and seventy-nine articles were found using the keyword
‘Hansen Disease’ in the fiscal year 2015. I will introduce the monthly news in the first section, and in the
second section, the topics: (1) the action taken by family members of Hansen disease sufferers against the
government, (2) the action against the Supreme Court by Hansen disease sufferers, (3) the present

situation of sanatoriums and patients, and (4) the activities related to Hansen disease in Japanese society.
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