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Theory and Practice of Photo-ethnography
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Photoethnography can be considered both an applied methodology of an academic social science
discipline (Visual Anthropology) as well as a form of artistic expression and social critique, akin to

street photography or documentary photography.
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Theory and Practice of Photo-ethnography

Noriko TAHARA - Hirofumi IWATANI

As technological progress has diffused sophisticated digital equipment and made it accessible, a new
style of ethnography has emerged that is defined by the recording of visual materials recorded using small,
handheld cameras; the editing of digital information using personal computers; and the sharing of materials
over the Internet, for example, through YouTube. This article presents a theory and practices pertaining to
‘photo-ethnography’, in which photographs are unified in certain arrangements that reflect the theory and
logic of ethnography. The first section describes the theoretical foundation of photo-ethnography by tracing
photographic theory in the context of visual anthropology, while the second section presents a photo-

ethnographic case, Line: National Border', as an example of our theory.
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