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An Approach to Japanese Bioethics:
A Trial Based on Local Knowledge

Noriko TAHARA

Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to investigate the state of bioethics in Japan. First, we will begin with a
simple overview of the history of bioethics in Europe and U.S.A., followed by the introduction of bioethics
into Japan. To clarify the features of bioethics in Japan, we will examine the arguments of the brain
death and organ transplanting from 1980 to the 1990s. This will focus on the potential varieance between
medical ethics and bioethics. Then, we will consider Non-Invasive Prenatal Genetic Testing (NIPT)
which was newly introduced in 2013. Before NIPT, prenatal genetic testing was rejected by people in the
1980s, for it allowed people to interface with the choice of life. Currently, NIPT is accepted as a means of
risk management. Here, we will consider the diffenerece between medical ethics and bioethics in regards
to eugenics. In conclusion, we suggest that scientific knowledge and high-level medical technology should

be reconsidered by the local knowledge in the everyday -life world.
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