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Education System and Social Change of the Edo Period

Sohei IDE

There were not only public schools, such as HANKO or GOGAKU, but also small private school named
TERAKOYA were numerous over the country to Japan of the Edo period . They say sometimes Japan is
higher educated than other countries. This paper has two purposes. First, it is to describe correlating the
private education of the Edo period with social changes. They explain historical background and education
separately in moments. In truth, People in Edo period increase their income, try to get the comparative
advantage from others. In the second, I will explain going to TERAKOYA in terms of the educational
investment. Is a necessary labor force even the child, therefore attending TERAKOYA reduce the labor
force. In addition, to go to TERAKOYA required reasonable money. However, even if they pay the money,
going to TERAKOYA was the investment; this idea has been already born in the Edo period. This paper

purpose is to depict social background and social change to produce the private education system.
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