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Difference in the Social Class of Disciples of Gagaku
Musicians of the Late Edo Period
— A Comparison of the Journals of Fuminari Togi

and Chikatsura Tsuji—

Miho MINAMITANI

As the gagaku lover's social stratum expanded further to the wealthy merchant class from the court
nobles and the samurai class, the fees from their pupils became important income sources added to the
annual salary of the court musicians who had the right to take those amateur disciples. The change of
their situation as a music teacher of the so-called layman disciples’ made them spend much time teaching
gagaku to these common people. The condition of the musicians who did not have the right to give
lessons to layman disciples has not been made clear. An examination of journals of the gagaku musicians
of the time has revealed that there existed differences in the social class among the disciples of court
musicians, thus clarifying the diversity in the busyness of their daily lives and a dissimilitude in their
income caused by the difference of the social class of their disciples through comparing the journals of the
court musicians of the time. This paper compares the condition of Fuminari Togi and Chikatsura Tsuji, the

former had the right to take layman disciples and the latter who did not have that right.
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