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The Result of an Investigation into Children's Personal

Computer Use
—A Questionnaire by Parents of Children

from 3 to 5 Years of Age—

Yumiko MATSUYAMA, Ryo MURAKAMI, Hiroshi HOTTA,
Hideya MATSUKAWA, Takehiro MORITA, Koichi YOSHIZAKI

There are some studies of computer use (media use) with young children, but most of them are
focusing on a school children rather than the preschoolers. This study clarified the actual condition about
preschoolers’ personal computer use at home, through the investigation on questions. A hypothesis of
this study is, that the actual condition of preschoolers’ personal computer use is greatly influenced by the
parents’ way of childrearing and how they think of their own child.

Survey results showed that 1) Japanese child plays in game software, drawing software, cognitive
education software for PC. And the child touches the PC at the age of about 3 years old for the first time.
2) TIf parents do not feel resistance to inflecting then children playing with PC in the kindergarten and
the nursery school, they often the advantage of their children playing with PC at home, while they enjoy
a conversation to their child and deepen them own communication. 3) 46% of parents think it is not a
matter of simply Yes or No about using PC as part of the educational context childcare in a kindergarten or
nursery school. The parents think that child should use PC about once at once a week for 30 minutes in a
kindergarten or nursery school.

Finally, the result of this investigation was raged upon the use of in Japanese kindergarten and nursery

school children for the purpose of nursery school teachers’ training.

Keywords: The PC play of the infant at home, Infant education using media in Japanese kindergarten and

nursery school
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