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Parades Performed in the Shoryo-e Ritual of
Shitenno-ji Temple during the Edo Period

Miho MINAMITANI

13 Buddhist ceremonies accompanied by bugaku dance were held as annual events of the
Shitennoji-temple of the Edo period among which the three large-scale rituals were called
Sandai-e, the three big rites. Those three rituals were Nehan-e to celebrate Nirvana of the
Buddha, Shoryo-e as the memorial service for Prince Shotoku and Nenbutu-e. The temple,
at the present, still holds two large-scale rituals accompanied by the bugaku dance; Shoryo-e
and Kyo-kuyou, ceremony commemorating the arrival of sutras in Japan. Numerous
researches analyzing Shoryo-e of the present day and that of the past, especially of the Edo
period has been made to date but few have mentioned the movement of the participants of
the parade functions in the ceremony. This paper will clarify the route of the parade during

the rite of the Shoryo-e, describing how it differs from that of Nehan-e.
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