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Toward Education for Cultivating Musical
and Aesthetic Intuition
—Hisao KITAMURA’s View of Music Education

and Teaching Method Theory—

Yoko ISHIDA

Hisao KITAMURA (1888-1945) was a music teacher at an elementary school in the 7aisho and early
Showa periods. Being affected by the movement of art education in those days, he tried to practice his
own teaching method of music based on his own view of music education, that is, “an education aimed at
cultivating musical and aesthetic intuition”.

His view was critical of the traditional music education at elementary schools since the Meiji period,
because of its surface cultivation of moral character.

He insisted on the importance and necessity of cultivating human morality through experience by
singing and listening to music.

He did not consider Doyo to be a target of a criticism of Shoka, and made the most of the special

qualities of both Doyo and Shoka, utilizing both as the teaching materials.
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