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Consideration of a series of trials disputing the
legitimate performer of the bugaku dance,
“Batou” as a case of intervention of authority on the
Sanpo-gakuso

Miho MINAMITANI

This text analyzes a series of trials undertaken in 1796, 1801, 1802-05 and 1806 , that
started as a contention about who should be the rightful person to perform a court dance,
"Batou", in a Court ceremony which ended in approval of the right of the Hayashi family,
one of the four families in the Tennoji sect of the Sanpo-gakuso, Court Musicians from the
Three Directions( i.e. Kyoto, Nara and Tennoji, Osaka).

Another problem occurred in 1802 caused by the omission of the dance "Batou" by a
counterpart of the Hayashi family in the Tennoji sect musicians during the Shoryo-e, the
memorial ceremony of the Prince Shotoku at the Shitennoji-temple, which accompanied
numerous bugaku dances as a dedication for the soul of the Prince. This incident caused
the musicians undergo a trial again.

These trials might seem to be an internal strife of the gagaku-musicians of the Tennoji
sect, but examination of the records concerning the case reveals that the situation was not so
simple. I will show that the ruling class, including the chief adviser to the Emperor,
assumed the tradition of court dance might be ruined by instructing the bugaku dances to
amateurs by the court musicians, which was done frequently at the time. This misgiving
led them to consider the incident as a chance to intervene in the organization to restrict the

musicians’ activities in order to maintain the tradition.
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