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How Young Nursery Teacher Try to Draw out
Children's Body Expression

-A Study of Practice of the Creation of a Dramatic Play
Focusing on the Process of Developing Children’s Body
Expression-

Yumiko MATSUYAMA

In Japanese kindergarten, nursery teachers use a wide variety of approaches in creating
a dramatic play. It is difficult for young nursery teachers to create a dramatic play for 5
year-old-children while valuing the children’s desire "that the children express themselves"
and "For children to think, 'Made for myself' ".

In this paper, I have tried to clarify the points, a young nursery teacher feels difficult in
supporting the children and creating a dramatic play for 5 year-old-children in kindergarten,
which values "the process of children’s expression" and "the children’s feeling that they
created the play by themselves". Moreover, I have suggested necessary support and
assistance to young nursery teachers to be able to focus on the process of developing
children’s body expression, and to employ the children’s ideas.

The exampled a young nursery teacher valued the children’s subjectivity too much. She
tended not to tell her own ideas for dramatic play. And she felt difficulty in supporting the
children to concentrate on the dramatic play with joy. Thus, she felt very difficultly in
supporting the children in creating a dramatic play and she was not able to enjoy the
activity.

The survey revealed that two points are important for young nursery teachers to support
or assist children appropriately in producing a dramatic play; 1) support children through
understanding of the characteristics of children’s expression. 2) receive and praise every

moment of the children’s expression, and do not be concerned about the final results.

Keywords: Growth of young nursery teacher, Dramatic play,

Support in promoting the child’s body expression in kindergarten
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