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An lllegal Accounting of the Gagaku Performing

Organization of the Edo Period, Sanpo-Gakuso
—The course of its investigation and thereafter—

Miho MINAMITANI

An illegal accounting of the gagaku performing organization Sanpo-Gakuso that came to light in 1857
is examined according to the dairy of a gagaku-musician and also a member of the organization, Fuminari
Togi. Additionally, the economical situation of the organization and its members, imperial gagaku-
musicians of the time are considered.

Investigation of the case was undertaken by the Nen-ban, the musicians in charge of the financial
matters of the organization Fuminari became a member in 1857 as a replacement for his precursor who
died in July of this year causing the case to be detected. As the private diary of Fuminari is the only
known document of the case in existence, the whole picture of the situation is neither clear nor simple.

Known from the articles in the dairy is that although an installment plan by the musicians concerned
made up for a deficit of a large amount of money of the organization, the Sanpo-gakuso could not escape
from a new debt that became an additional burden for the organization which resulted in economical

hardship for some of the members during the difficult times of the late Edo period.
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