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Re-design and Results:
The Learning Community to Cultivate the “Professional Ability

of Nursery Teachers” in the Nursery Teacher Training Curriculum

Yumiko MATSUYAMA

A trial curriculum was designed to nurture "the Professional Ability of Nursery Teacher" of junior
college nursery teacher trainees by training them to plan, program, execute, and evaluate the curriculum.

Emphasis was placed on creating awareness of the “relationship between theory and practice”.
Construction of the curriculum benefitted from the results of a survey of last year's learners, and this paper
tries to re-design the learning community by achieving progressive steps in for learner’s “trial teaching”
through cooperation with subjects in the nursery teacher training curriculum. This learning community was
evaluated from the results of a learners’ questionnaire.

Survey results showed that 1) most learners can change their mind-set in their care and education
system, regardless of having a sense of success in “trial teaching”, 2) this community awakened the
learner’s self-exploration of the “relationship between theory and practice”, 3) it is sometimes difficult to
construct the “relationship between theory and practice” for learners without a full understanding of basic

knowledge, behavior and educational skills for nursery teachers.

Keywords:Professional Ability of Nursery Teacher, Curriculum Design,

Relationship between Theory and Experience,
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