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Elementary School Teachers’ Professional Development

for English Language Education (1):
An Analysis of the Pre-/Post-Survey

of a Teaching Credential Renewal Course

Shigekazu YAGI & Koji IGAWA

In Academic Years 2008 (preliminary) and 2009, Teaching Credential Renewal Courses for
Elementary School Teachers were conducted at Shitennoji University; the courses offered included “The
Improvement of Curriculum, Instruction & Other Aspects of ‘English Language Activities’ (ELA)."
By analyzing the participants’ pre-/post-survey data, this study examines the contents of the courses and
indicates practical implications for professional development courses designed to improve elementary
school teachers’ ELA practice.

The first section of the study examined the post-course-survey data of the 2008 preliminary practice
participants. The results show that when planning courses it is necessary to accommodate the different
situations and contexts of ELA that the participating teachers face.

The second part of the study investigated the pre-/post-survey data of the 2009 course participants. The
analysis of the pre-course-survey data indicated “worries and problems” the elementary school teachers
had regarding ETA practice. In the post-course-survey the majority of the participants gave favorable
evaluation to the current course content. Implications gained from this study include the necessity to take
into due consideration elementary school teachers’ specific teaching situations and contexts and their own

opinions and preferences in planning and creating professional development programs of this kind.

Keywords:Elementary School Teachers, Teaching Credential Renewal Courses,

English Language Activities
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