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The Court Musicians’ Dominion Control during the
Edo Period

-Focusing on the Annual Tribute from the “Gakunin-ryo’ -

Miho MINAMITANI

The so-called Sanpo-gakuso, musicians in the three directions, was the musical
department of the Imperial Court of the Edo period, which was also given a territory from
the Tokugawa Shogunate to gain the annual tribute to maintain the organization. Yet, how
the musicians ruled the domain is hardly known, for the records concerning their dominion
control has not been discovered.

However, detailed examination of the dairies recorded by the musicians of the days has
revealed the followings:

1) Gakuninryo was ruled directory by the musicians, therefore the Sanpo-gakuso
appointed three musicians as the persons in charge of the dominion control.

2) The annual tribute from the dominion was paid by the silver, so the price of the fixed
amount of the annual tribute rice was decided each year over the bargain of the
musicians in charge and the peasants.

The duty of the Nen-ban, the persons in charge of the domain rule, was a hard function to

fulfill which needed accounting ability and negotiating power.
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