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The Design and Effects: Nursery Teacher Training
Curriculum of Constructed to Cultivate
The “Professional Ability of Nursery Teachers” (Part 2)

-A Study of the "Relationship between Theory and Practice'-

Yumiko MATSUYAMA

A trial curriculum was designed to nurture "the Professional Ability of Nursery Teacher" of
junior college Nursery Teacher trainees by training them to plan, program, execute, and
evaluate.

Emphasis was placed on creating awareness of the “relationship between theory and
practice”. Construction of the curriculum benefitted from the results of a survey of last year’s
learners, and this paper tries to clarify how we were able to identify from the survey the
learner’s self-exploration of the “relationship between theory and practice”.

In a process-and-product curriculum constructed around learning activities based on
making toy or educational material for children and using it in educational situations,
learners awaken to a sense of their own value and technical skill as nursery teachers, and
discover the potential problems of using handmade toy (or educational material) while they
plan, coordinate, and practice.

The learners were able to concretize the “relationship between theory and practice” by
visualizing how what they had learned would actually materialize in the kindergarten or
nursery school environment. At the same time, they become better able to express their own

vision of what they wanted to accomplish as a professional.

Keywords: Professional Ability of Nursery Teacher,
Curriculum Design,
Relationship between Theory and Experience,

Workshop as a Teaching Tool
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