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The Life of a gagaku musician, Togi Fuminari
in the early Meiji Period (1871-1872)

— Episodes from his dairy,” Gakuso Nikki ° —

Miho MINAMITANI

Togi Fuminari, a member of the Sanpo-Gakuso (the department of Court musicians maintained until
1870), was transferred from Kyoto, the former capital, to Tokyo in 1870 to fulfill his duty as a member of
the newly-established Musical Department of the Meiji Government, the so-called Gagaku-Kyoku.

It has been pointed out that a reformation in the ritual ceremonies of the Imperial Court of the period
resulted in musicians becoming more interested the skills required in the performance of the Mikagura
repertory employed in Shinto rituals. This in turn led to a downturn in the frequency of performances of
the former gagaku repertory.

The records in Fuminari’s dairy show that he also changed to Shito music for his domestic ceremonies,
which is a strong indication of how highly the musician of the time valued the Kuniburi repertory, i.e. the
Japanese style court music including Mikagura.

At the same time, the records in the dairy indicates that the Meiji government valued the former gagaku
repertory as representative of traditional Japanese music and required musicians to play gagaku and
perform bugaku dances in government-sponsored ceremonies. This was a great aid to musicians,

enabling them to maintain their skills on the earlier gagaku repertory.
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