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Changing Concepts of Landscape (Keikan) Used in Different Fields

-With a special emphasis on fields related to botanics, and literature-
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Changing Concepts of Landscape (Keikan) Used in
Different Fields
-With a special emphasis on fields related to botanics, and geography-

Akio Watanabe

Abstract: The Japanese Landscape Law enacted in 2004 added a legal definition to the term keikan
(“landscape”). However, before then the term had been used in many fields in different ways.
Developing different processes of introduction and usage of the word, each field has its own concept of
landscape. This study traces different transitions of the concept by field, and clarifies their differences.
The word keikan is thought to have originated with Manabu Miyoshi around 1900. Since then, it has
been used as a general or technical term in a range of fields such as the humanities (literature, philosophy,
art, others), botany (botany, ecology), geography, landscape architecture (open space planning,
agriculture, and horticulture), and engineering (architecture, civil engineering, urban engineering,
environmental engineering).

There are two major streams to the concept of landscape, which is based on the German concept
of landshaft. The word “landshaft” has two meanings: (1) regions (sharing common images) and (2)
scenery (regional images visible to the human eye). Geographical landscape is categorized into (1), and
geography is one of its fields.

The second meaning is used to refer to aspects of landscape in fields other than geography. The
concept places an emphasis on visibility to the human eye, such as the “scape” of landscape, kan
(“looking™) of keikan, or scenery. In this second meaning, looking at an object means visually grasping
it as environment. Focusing on the sense of sight, a simple but effective human sense, to help understand
changes in and qualities of the environment, Yoshio Nakamura in the field of engineering defines
landscape as “views of the environment surrounding human beings” (1977). This definition has been
supported widely as highly generalizable, even in fields other than engineering. However, problems still
remain with respect to the evaluation of imperceptible keikan, such as that in the fields of history, culture,

and tradition.

Keyword : keikan, landscape, landshaft, change in the concept of landscape, concepts of landscape by

field



