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Resistance to women'’s access to the car, of course, gave rise to the myth of the incompetent female
driver. A 1904 article in Outing Magazine, “Why Women Are, or Are Not, Good Chauffeuses,” warned
that women's temperament and lack of concentration inhibit their driving skills, though the article
grudgingly admits that some women are able to overcome these shortcomings and become decent
drivers. Many others were less encouraging; an anonymous writer in the April 5, 1924, Literary
Digest grumbled, “Some day a man with a head for statistics is going to show us just how many deaths
and disablements women drivers were responsible for, and just how much more, or less, dangerous

they are at the wheels of motorcars than are their brothers of the road” (qtd. in Bonseal 23).°
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A study by the American Automobile Association cited in Literary Digest in 1925 asserted that women
drivers have proved “as competent, if not more so, as men” (24).

(Clarke 14)
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The Ford Motor Company extolled the car as providing an ideal opportunity for women: “It's a
woman'’s day.... She shares the responsibilities—and demands the opportunities and pleasure of the
new order. No longer a ‘shut in,” she reaches for an ever wider sphere of action — that she may be

more the woman. And in this happy change the automobile is playing no small part”. (Clarke 15)
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“You're a rotten driver,” I protested. “Either you ought to be more careful or you oughtn't to drive at

all.”
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“T am careful.”

“No, you're not.”

“Well, other people are,” she said lightly.

“What's that got to do with it?”

“They’ll keep out of my way,” she insisted. “It takes two to make an accident.”
“Suppose you met somebody just as careless as yourself.”

“I hope I never will,” she answered. “I hate careless people. That's why I like you.” (48)
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“Beat me!” he heard her cry. “Throw me down and beat me, you dirty little coward!”

A moment later she rushed into the dusk, waving her hands and shouting; before he could move
from his door the business was over.

The “death car,” as the newspapers called it, didn't stop; it came out of the gathering darkness,
wavered tragically for a moment and then disappeared around the next bend. Michaelis wasn't even
sure of its color—he told the first policeman that it was light green. The other car, the one going
toward New York, came to rest a hundred yards beyond, and its driver hurried back to where Myrtle
Wilson, her life violently extinguished, knelt in the road and mingled her thick, dark blood with the
dust. (107)
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“How the devil did it happen?”

“Well, I tried to swing the wheel—"  He broke off, and suddenly I guessed at the truth.

“Was Daisy driving?”

“Yes,” he said after a moment, “but of course I'll say I was. You see, when we left New York she
was very nervous and she thought it would steady her to drive—and this woman rushed out at us just
as we were passing a car coming the other way. It all happened in a minute but it seemed to me that
she wanted to speak to us, thought we were somebody she knew. Well, first Daisy turned away from

the woman toward the other car, and then she lost her nerve and turned back. The second my hand
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reached the wheel I felt the shock—it must have killed her instantly. "

“It ripped her open—"

“Don'’t tell me, old sport.” He winced. “Anyhow— Daisy stepped on it. I tried to make her stop
but she couldn't so I pulled on the emergency brake. Then she fell over into my lap and I drove on.”

(112-113)
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-+T heard the familiar “jug-jug-spat !" of a motor cycle, and a frantic policeman road alongside.

“All right, old sport,” called Gatsby. We slowed down. Taking a white card from his wallet he
waved it before the man’s eyes.

“Right you are,” agreed the policeman, tipping his cap. “Know you next time, Mr. Gatsby. Excuse
me !"

“What was that?” I inquired. “The picture of Oxford?”

“I was able to do the commissioner a favor once, and he sends me a Christmas card every year.” (54)
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On the Car Accident in 7The Great Gatsby

Keiko AKAMATSU
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Abstract: “The yellow Rolls-Royce, Gatsby's pride, ran over and killed Myrtle, Tom's lover, and ran
away on its way back from a hotel at Manhattan where Gatsby had confronted Tom over Daisy. On its
way to New York Tom drove the same car, stopping at Myrtle's gas station. At first it was not certain who
was responsible for the accident, but later that night Gatsby told Nick that it was Daisy who was driving.
According to Gatsby's explanation of the accident, there is some doubt that Daisy chose to kill Myrtle
on purpose, realizing who the rushing woman was: If she had properly turned the wheel to an oncoming
car, the accident might have been avoided. Dealing with the accident caused by a woman driver is an
originality of this novel. With the rapid increase of women drivers in the 1920s, an influential magazine
did a feature on “the problems of female drivers’in 1924. This trend against women drivers might have
influenced the writer whose wife also was able to drive. The police’s investigation of the accident did
not reach Gatsby, because there was a close relationship between the police and the gang to which he

belonged. This revelation shows another peculiarity of the novel.

keywords: women drivers, car accident, gang, Ford Motor Company, 1920s
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