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The status of Gagaku musicians at the early Meiji Restoration days
—Viewed from records in the journal of a gagaku musician, Fuminari Togi—

The musicians of the sanpo-gakuso, the gagaku music department of the Imperial Court still
obtained their economical rights from their dominion granted by the Edo Shogunate in the early Meiji
Restoration days, as well as receiving rewards for their service at the Imperial Court ceremonies. The fact
means that the gagaku musicians enjoyed relatively stable life regardless of the muddled circumstances
of the time. Moreover, as the administration of the days put high value on gagaku as the traditional music
of the Imperial State, the status quo and also the future of the musicians seemed prospective until 1870,
when the drastic change occurred in the organization. The states of the musicians of the sanpo-gakuso
in the very early days of the Meiji Restoration are viewed from the journal of Fuminari Togi, the gagaku

musician of the period.
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