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(Summary) Cultivating Democratic Leadership Extra-
Curricularly

The purpose of “the Special-Curricular Activities” is, according to the Ministry of Education, Science
and Technology, to develop each student both as an individual and as a member of the society through
extra-curricular means, particularly through “desirable group activities”. To this end, good leadership and
coordination are essential.

However, contrary to the well established tradition of the leadership training in the United States, little
attention in Japanese education has been paid to the qualities of a good leader.

In this paper the author analyses one of the earliest American leadership-training textbooks and

proposes ways to cultivate true democratic leadership in Japan through “Special-Curricular Activities”.

Key Words :Special-Curricular Activities, extra-curricular means, leader, leadership, leadership training

(in the United States)
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