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A Survey on the tough struggle
of the gagaku musicians for securing
their emolument deferred during the Keio years
— In a case of the memorial ceremony held
in the Nikko Shrine in 1865 —

Miho MINAMITANI

Abstract: The Sanpo-gakuso, the imperial gagaku music department consisting of musicians from three
districts i.e. Kyoto, Nara, and Osaka not only served for the Imperial Court but also played gagaku for
memorial ceremonies of the Tycoons held by the Shogunate. In 1865, the musicians were sent to the
Nikko shrine to attend the 250" commemoration ceremony of Tokugawa leyasu which was supposed to be
conducted according to previous case, the 200" ceremony. In the meantime, an unprecedented claim from
the musicians for an advance allowance on the grounds of the inflation of the time caused some confusion
among the administration which resulted in the delay of payment of remuneration for the musicians. The
manuscripts recorded by a gagaku musician of the day, Fuminari Togi, reveal how the musicians of the

Sanpo-gakuso struggled to gain their fee for the musical service at the Nikko Shrine.
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