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Could Nursery Rhymes be substituted for Songs
for School Children?

— A Study on Nursery Rhymes as a Teaching Method for Music

at Elementary School —

Yoko ISHIDA

Abstract: The Revival Movement of Nursery Rhymes is considered as a criticism of songs for
schoolchildren] Shokall

| studied whether newly-written nursery rhymes] New Doyol could be substituted for Shoka as a
teaching method for music at the elementary school by examining several essays written by poets,
educators, and composers.

The bases of New Doyo are” the child’ smind or the childliked doshin(¥ ,* artistry” and” tradition”.

But because of an insufficient understanding of traditional Japanese music on composers partd the
music of many New Doyo were not so different from those of Shoka.

Moreover, the complicated musical form or melody of the art-oriented works of New Doyo seems to
have been difficult for school children to sing.

Therefore, | concluded that New Doyo could not be an effective teaching method for singing as a
substitution for Shoka.

Key wordsl] newly-written nursery rhymel] New Doyol] songs for school children] Shokal] the child's

mind or the childliked doshin[] artistic songs, traditional nursery rhymes Warabeutal
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