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Regulating Factors of Evaluations of Successful
or Unsuccessful Experiences in Academic Field

Junko UENO and Hitomi OZAKI

Abstract: The past achievement experiences of 475 university students were collected using an open-
ended questionnaire, and 311 participants who mentioned their goals in academic fields were selected for
analysis. Analysis of how the participants evaluated the impact of experiences on present and future life
showed that most successful experiences were evaluated positively but some were not. The evaluations of
unsuccessful experiences were divided equally into three types ; positive, negative, and neither. Pass
analysis indicated that attributes of the goals and causal attributions could be the regulating factors of
evaluations only in successful situations. Another regulating factor, detailed advantages and disadvantages
of the experiences, were also examined. Multiple regression analysis showed that regardless of success or
failure, those who found various advantages tend to make positive evaluations, and those who found
various disadvantages tend to make negative evaluations. However, further analysis with Hayashi's
Quantification Method [J suggested that advantages/disadvantages themselves were more influential

factors of evaluations.

Key wordsll achievement in academic field, successful/unsuccessful experiences, goals, causal

attribution, the impact on present/future life
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